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I Rumors of the Monster called Kudan

E A cow with a human face

E It dies soon after its birth

E It speaks human language

E Its prophecy is always
correct
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I Studies of Rumors

Cantril, H.,
Invasion from Mars, 1940
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Allport, G.A., Postman, L.J.,
The Psychology of Rumor, 1947
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I Allport's Classical
- FOrmuyla

# | x a

The amount of rumors Importance  Ambiguity
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Allport's Classical
- FOrmuyla

o~ormula of R#i x a

A figure used in message game

Allport 1947
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Y established a theoretical

1940's and the 1950's
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I Are Rumors False? Groundless?

Rumor To spread groundless
S rumors

Groundless Irresponsibly spread groundless
RUMOIS rumaors.

X

False/ Wrong/ Groundless/
Untrue/ Fallacious/ Conspiracy?

...................................................................................................................................
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ITwo Types of Rumorsoy Ikutaro Shimizu
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Ikutarou Shimizu, Rumors, 1947
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Kenji Sato,Rumors, 1995
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I My Work on Rumors




I Basic Perspective

From Perspective of
Media Studies

| critiqued existing theories

& that of

Historical Sociology
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SIX Characteristics In the
RecoF—m—m—

" Thi S monst er Il s call ed

ol t 1 s wvor(ihtatlgn hiwman, hal

2 It has a human face and a cow's body in drawings

N

It prophesies a big harvest or an epidemic

v Information to avoid crisis

P The concluding sentence of deeds Is derived
from this monster

¥
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I Analysis

Materials

Contents

Newspaper Newspaper

Folklore (today) (old)

(1)Name

(2) oKudan
Chinese letters

(3)graphical
Characteristics

(4)prophecy

(5)Oppositional
Magic

(6)Origin of
concluding remarks
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I Existing Theory #1

Social and political insecurity and collective

o -

e X . Lady with split mouthyY
School horror storiesyY Frustra

Odd_ existence » Social insecurity
Irrational story Collective frustration

YCollective insecurity
But frustration and insecurity are everywhere
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I EXxisting Theory #2

Structural Ambiguity, Ambivalence

Special meaning

Margmal Ambiguity &

Existence abnormal power

Discrimination, deviation

onfusion of classificatiol _ _
* Adoration and exclusion

Subversion of Order

Stigma
YCul tural dynamism through
But 1t 1 s not |1 nked v
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I Existing Theory #3

Diminished power of religion, tradition and God

» _ Greek mythology
Rellglo_n_ Belief Chinese classical texts
Traditional Japanese mythology etc.

authority God

v

Irrationality
Oddness

Weakened meaning system

Monster Ghost stories
Urban myth
Unbelievable stories etc.

YHowever, there is no ¢
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I Existing Theory #4

Irrationality or non-dally life such as war

Irrationality Collective anxiety, frustration

under war
Abnormal Unbelievable stories,
psychology weird beliefs

Anti-war feeling

¥ *
'-. _g®
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Y Does fdabnormal ity Ratonalty |
offer a solid explanation? in dalily life

e
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I 1 A society where literacy Is important

as a combi nat

The Chinese character consists of
human and cow
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I Z) A contacCt -bDased

The idea that Kudan prophecy originates from the
knowledge and experience of contract

mES

declare
oromise Future state
predict
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3 Knowledge as Voice, Level of Education

— m The usage of this phrase was fairly common
70
o Ao
ﬁf flil _Evefyone knows tﬁa't"th.ls
| [ ‘.*‘ is a conclusive statement * .,
..“' In a contract ‘.
'3:
%, Nobody knows why it o L
K is written _+* Blankin daily life

»
iy
by

_.+*Astory as an explanation
Room for explaining
cause and effect
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