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Oxford English Dictionary (second edition)

I. Worth or quality as measured by a standard of equivalence.

1-a The material or monetary worth of something; the amount at which something may be estimated in
terms of a medium of exchange, as money or goods, or some other similar standard.

3-a Originally: a standard of estimation or exchange; an amount or sum reckoned in terms of this. Later
(now chiefly U.S.): a thing regarded as worth having.

3-b That amount of a commodity, medium of exchange, etc., which is considered to be an equivalent for
something else; a fair or satisfactory equivalent or return. Now chiefly in value for money n.

II. Worth based on esteem; quality viewed in terms of importance, usefulness,
desirability, etc.

6-a The relative worth, usefulness, or importance of a thing or (occasionally) a person; the estimation in
which a thing is held according to its real or supposed desirability or utility. Later also (Philosophy
and Social Sciences): such worth or estimation regarded in relation to an individual or group.

6-¢ With distinguishing word: the quality of a thing considered in respect of its ability to serve a
specified purpose or cause a particular effect.
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