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Hubert L. Dreyftus, What Computers Still
Can’t Do: A Critique of Artificial Reason
(The MIT Press,1992)

- Representationalism assumes that underlying everyday
understanding is a system of implicit beliefs. [...] The specific Al
problem of representing all this knowledge in formal rules and
features only arises after one has already assumed that common
sense derives from a vast data base of propositional knowledge.

- The everyday commonsense background understanding that allows
us to experience what is currently relevant as we deal with things
and people 1s a kind of know-how. The problem precisely was that
this know-how, along with all the interests, feelings, motivations,
and bodily capacities that go to make a human being, would have
had to be conveyed to the computer as knowledge—as a huge and
complex belief system—and making our inarticulate, preconceptual
background understanding of what it 1s like to be a human being
explicit in a symbolic representation seemed to me a hopeless task.

https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/what-computers-still-cant-do
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Hubert L. Dreyftus, What Computers Still
Can’t Do: A Critique of Artificial Reason
(The MIT Press,1992)

- Our global familiarity...enables us to respond to what is relevant and
1ignore what is irrelevant without planning based on purpose-free
representations of context-free facts.

- In all game-playing programs, early success 1s attained by working
on those games or parts of games in which heuristically guided
counting out is feasible; failure occurs at the point where complexity
1s such that global awareness would be necessary to avoid an
overwhelming exponential growth of possibilities to be counted.

https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/what-computers-still-cant-do
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Hubert L. Dreyftus, What Computers Still
Can’t Do: A Critique of Artificial Reason
(The MIT Press,1992)

- Programmed behavior 1s either arbitrary or strictly
rulelike. Therefore, in confronting a new usage a machine
must either treat it as a clear case falling under the rules,
or take a blind stab. A native speaker feels he has a third
alternative. He can recognize the usage as odd, not falling
under the rules, and yet he can make sense of it—give it
a meaning 1n the context of human life in an apparently
nonrulelike and yet nonarbitrary way.

https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/what-computers-still-cant-do
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Gilorgio Agamben, The Fire and the Tale
(Stanford University Press,2017)

- Resistance acts as a critical instance that slows down the
blind and immediate thrust of potentiality toward the act,
and, in this way, prevents potentiality from being
resolved and integrally exhausted in the act. [...] What
stamps a seal of necessity on the work i1s thus precisely
what might have not been or might have been different:
1ts contingency.

https://www.sup.org/books/title/?1d=27080
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Hubert L. Dreyftus, What Computers Still
Can’t Do: A Critique of Artificial Reason
(The MIT Press,1992)

- If the computer paradigm becomes so strong that people
begin to think of themselves as digital devices on the
model of work in artificial intelligence, then...machines
cannot be like human beings, human beings may become
progressively like machines. [...] People have begun to
think of themselves as objects able to fit into the
inflexible calculations of disembodied machines:
machines for which the human form-of-life must be
analyzed 1nto meaningless facts, rather than a field of
concern organized by sensory-motor skills. Our risk 1s not
the advent of super-intelligent computers, but of sub-
intelligent human beings. hitpiaitpreas.mit.cduwhookslwhat computers #illsant do
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- THE END
- THANK YOU
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