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BISX (Preamble)

The High Contracting Parties,

Recognizing that cultural property has suffered grave damage
during recent armed conflicts and that, by reason of the developments
in the technique of warfare, it is in increasing danger of destruction;

Being convinced that damage to cultural property belonging to

any people whatsoever means damage to the cultural heritage of

all mankind, since each people makes its contribution to the culture of
the world;

Considering that the preservation of the cultural heritage is of great

importance for all peoples of the world and that it is important that
this heritage should receive international protection;
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Photo by Zaccarias from Wikimedia Commons ref. 20171219
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Taller_Buddha_of_Ba
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BISX (Preamble)

The General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization meeting in Paris from 17 October to 21 November 1972,
at its seventeenth session,

Considering that deterioration or disappearance of any item of the cultural or
natural heritage constitutes a harmful impoverishment of the heritage of
all the nations of the world,

Considering that the existing international conventions, recommendations
and resolutions concerning cultural and natural property demonstrate

the importance, for all the peoples of the world, of safeguarding this unique
and irreplaceable property, to whatever people it may belong,

Considering that parts of the cultural or natural heritage are of outstanding

interest and therefore need to be preserved as part of the world heritage of
mankind as a whole,...
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UNESCO

Abu Simbel: The campaign that revolutionized the international approach to
safeguarding heritage

© UNESCO
https://en.unesco.org/70years/abu_simbel_safeguarding_heritage

ref. 20171219

UNESCO

Island of Philae - The international campaign for saving of the Nubian monument
©UNESCO

http://en.unesco.org/mediabank/17130/

ref. 20171219
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Photo by Holger Weinandt from Wikimedia Commons ref. 20171219
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Panorama_Abu_Simbel.jp
g#/media/File:Panorama_Abu_Simbel_crop.jpg
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Photo by lvan Marcialis from Wikimedia Commons ref. 20171219
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The-Temple-of-Philae-on-
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Unesco and the world community

in the greatest archaeological rescue campaign

of all time (1960-1980)

Victory in Nubia: Egypt

by Shehata Adam Mohamed

IN THE LAP OF THE GODS. Work In progress during the reconstruction of the great
temple of Abu Simbel. Completed in September 1968, the mammoth, five-year task
of di porting and r ing Ramses the Great's most grandiose
construction was a tnumph of technical and engineering skill (see pages 10 and 11
and central colour pages).

Photo Georg Gerster © Rapho, Paris

on a voyage up the Nile through

Nubian territory. As it glided silently
over the water, the first glimmer of dawn
appeared on the horizon. Hemming in the
valley on either side was a desert landscape
that stretched as far as the eye could see.

Here and there, tiers of Nubian houses
stood on the slopes which rose from the left
and right banks of the Nile, the river that is
the life-blood of Egypt and the Sudan.
These houses, remarkable for the decora-
tions covering their fagades and walls, and
for the domes built over their inner
courtyards, were inhabited by the Nubians,
whose loose-fitting robes were as snow-
white as their eyes were piercingly dark.

Before long, as the boat continued quietly
to ply the blue waters, the sun rose on the
eastern horizon and began to climb slowly
into the heavens, revealing, as it did so, a
succession of temples built on either side of
the river—temples where Egyptian and Nu-
bian deities were once worshipped. There
were tombs, too, cemeteries, and the re-
mains of churches and mosques, some of
them already visible, others still buried in the
ground. And the rock faces bore inscriptions
left behind by the various civilizations that
had passed through or lived in this region in
the course of history.

The twentieth century, however, ushered
in important changes for the pecples who
had for so long been settled on the banks of
the Nile. The building of the Aswan Dam
(1898-1902) and its heightening on two
occasions (1907-1912 and 1929-1934) meant
that the Nubians had to move their towns
and villages to higher ground. Archae-
ological excavations were therefore carried
out in areas due to be submerged by the
Nile, which would rise to a height of 121
metres above sea level. Certain temples
were consolidated so they could withstand
the fluctuation of the waters which would
cover them for most of the year,

Under the Aswan High Dam project,
however, which was designed to generate
hydroelectric power and increase cropland,
the waters of the Nile would be raised by a
further sixty-two metres above sea level, to}

THE boat weighed anchor and set off

SHEHATA ADAM MOHAMED, of Egypt, is
president of .the Egyptian Antiquities Organiza-
tion. He was formerly director of the Monuments
of Nubia Service of the Egyptian Ministry of Cul-
ture and later of the Documentation Centre for
Ancient Egypt in Cairo. He is the author of many
articles and studies on Egyptian archaeclogy,
including an imporiant thesis entitled Travellers of
Ancient Egypt.

The UNESCO Courier (Feb/Mar 1980)
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Museo Egizio (Museo delle Antichita Egizie di Torino)
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Photo from Wikipedia Commons https://upload.wikimedia. org/W|k|pedla/commons/?/?G/Museo Englo e_Galleria_sabauda%2C_Torino.jpg
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Temple of Ellesiya presented by Egypt to Italy in 1966

Photo by David Schmid from Wikimedia Commons ref. 20171219 Photo by David Schmid from Wikimedia Commons ref. 20171219
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Temple_of_Ellesija-01.jpg https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Temple_of_Ellesija-02.jpg
CCBY-SA4.0 CCBY-SA4.0
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The Met (The Metropolitan Museum of Art)

Photo by Kai Pilger from Wikimedia Commons ref. 20171219
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_MET.jpg
CCBY-SA4.0
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Given to the United States by Egypt in 1965, awarded to The Metropolitan Museum of Art in 1967, and installed in the Sackler Wing in 1978
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List of World Heritage in Danger fE#hE ) A~

UNESCO

List of World Heritage in Danger
http://whc.unesco.org/en/danger/
ref. 20171219

List of World Heritage in Danger

The 54 properties which the World Heritage Committee has decided to
include on the List of World Heritage in danger in accordance with
Article 11 (4) of the Convention.
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Photo by Charlesjsharp from Wikimedia Commons ref. 20171219
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Arabian_oryx_(oryx_leucoryx).jpg
CCBY-SA3.0
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EOman

Central Region

Arabian Oryx Sanctuary

The Arabian Oryx Sanctuary is an area within the Central Desert and Coastal Hills biogeographical regions of Oman_ il S EEE R0
Seasonal fogs and dews support a unique desert ecosystem whose diverse flora includes several endemic plants. Delisted Date: 2007]
Its rare fauna includes the first free-ranging herd of Arabian oryx since the global extinction of the species in the wild
in 1972 and its reintroduction here in 1982. The only wild breeding sites in Arabia of the endangered houbara
bustard, a species of wader, are also to be found, as well as Mubian ibex, Arabian wolves, honey badgers, caracals
and the largest wild population of Arabian gazelle.

Date of Inscription: 1984

Criteria: [x)

Property - 2,750,000 ha

Ref: 854

Description is aveilable under license CC-BY-5A IGO0 2.0

English French Spanish

Media Activities HMHews

State of Conservation (S0C) by year
2007 2006 2005 2004 2000° 1999 19898 1297

1996 1995

UNESCO
Arabian Oryx Sanctuary
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/654

017 #¥XHE[5 CCBY-NC-ND ref. 20171219
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Photo by Charlesjsharp from Wikimedia Commons ref. 20171219
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Arabian_oryx_(oryx_leucoryx).jpg
CCBY-SA3.0
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EOman

Central Region

Arabian Oryx Sanctuary

The Arabian Oryx Sanctuary is an area within the Central Desert and Coastal Hills biogeographical regions of Oman_ il S EEE R0
Seasonal fogs and dews support a unique desert ecosystem whose diverse flora includes several endemic plants. Delisted Date: 2007]
Its rare fauna includes the first free-ranging herd of Arabian oryx since the global extinction of the species in the wild Date of Inscription: 1994

in 1972 and its reintroduction here in 1982. The only wild breeding sites in Arabia of the endangered houbara e

The World Heritage Committee deleted the property because of
Oman’s decision to reduce the size of the protected area by 90%,
in contravention of the Operational Guidelines of the Convention.
This was seen by the Committee as destroying the outstanding
universal value of the site which was inscribed in 1994.
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1996 1995

UNESCO
Arabian Oryx Sanctuary
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/654

017 #¥XHE[5 CCBY-NC-ND ref. 20171219
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Dresden Elbe Valley

The 18th- and 19th-century cultural landscape of Dresden Elbe Valley extends some 18 km along the river from
Ubigau Palace and Ostragehege fields in the north-west to the Pillnitz Palace and the Elbe River Island in the
south-east It features low meadows, and is crowned by the Pillnitz Palace and the centre of Dresden with its
numerous monuments and parks from the 16th to 20th centuries. The landscape also features 19th- and 20th-
century suburban villas and gardens and valuable natural features. Some terraced slopes along the river are still
used for viticulture and some old villages have retained their historic structure and elements from the industrial
revolution, notably the 147-m Blue Wonder steel bridge (1891-93), the single-rail suspension cable railway (1895—
1901}, and the funicular (1894-95). The passenger steamships (the oldest from 1879) and shipyard (c. 1900) are
still in use.

Description is available under license CC-BY-SA 1GO 3.0

English  French  Arabic  Chinese  Russian  Spanish  Japanese

Dresden Elbe Valley @ Silvan Rehfeld
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[ Germany

State of Saxony (Sachsen)
N51224 E13 49 16
Delisted Date: 2009

Date of Inscription: 2004

Criteria: (ji(iii)(iv)(v)
Property : 1,930 ha
Buffer zone: 1,240 ha
Ref: 1156

sat
Relief

S ©2017 NASA, TerraMetrics | FIFERE

Media News

Periodic Reporting
[E3 Access to the Periodic Reporting Questionnaire

State of Conservation (SOC) by year
2009 2008 2007 2006

UNESCO

Dresden Elbe Valley
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1156
ref. 20171219
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2005 Photo from Wikipedia Commons
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6
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