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Why do OCW?  Why do edX? 

If you share money, it disappears, but if you 

share knowledge, it increases. 

Charles M. Vest, former president, MIT, 2002 

  

I don’t think we should erect barriers around 

knowledge created at universities. 

Rafael Reif, president, MIT, 2012 



  



The Institute is committed to 

generating, disseminating, and 

preserving knowledge, and to 

working with others to bring 

this knowledge to bear on the 

world's great challenges.  

   

MIT Mission 



MIT OpenCourseWare 

• OCW provides a comprehensive view of MIT's 
rich and diverse curriculum 

• Encourages reuse of materials under a 
Creative Commons license. 



• Astro 

• Visualizing Cultures 

• Computer Science 

• Physics 

• Sloan 

http://ocw.mit.edu/courses/aeronautics-and-astronautics/
http://ocw.mit.edu/courses/foreign-languages-and-literatures/21f-027-asia-in-the-modern-world-images-representations-spring-2012/
http://ocw.mit.edu/courses/electrical-engineering-and-computer-science/
http://ocw.mit.edu/courses/physics/
http://ocw.mit.edu/courses/sloan-school-of-management/15-281-advanced-managerial-communication-spring-2009/


View of the rich and diverse curriculum 

• 66% (601) of tenure track faculty participating 

• 2,242 courses published 

• 77 full video courses 

• 349 mirror sites 

• 1,018 translated courses 
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OCW Educator 

Shares information about how a given course was 

taught at MIT—how the course materials published on 

the OCW site were originally used on campus. 

understand and use the course materials. 

Biology 

http://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm


Reuse: Creative Commons 
VisualizingCultures 
 

“Black Ships & Samurai II”, MIT Visualizing Cultures, Massachusetts Institute of Technology © 2010 Visualizing Cultures (Image 
credits:[Left] Perry, ca. 1854 © Nagasaki Prefecture; 1[Right] Perry, ca. 1856, by Mathew Brady, Library of Congress) CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 

http://ocw.mit.edu/ans7870/21f/21f.027/home/index.html


 

 

Visualizing Japan: MOOC 

edX 

https://www.edx.org/course/harvardx-mitx/harvardx-mitx-vjx-visualizing-japan-2331


Video on VJx 

• Produced by HarvardX 

• “Bite” size: less than 2 min – 10 min 

• On “location” 

• Discussion format 

 

https://courses.edx.org/courses/VJx/VJx/3T2014/courseware/8127b369f5fc492c816df7b6820c09b0/df4bcd6e10b1449cad5ebcbaccbe714e/
https://courses.edx.org/courses/VJx/VJx/3T2014/courseware/2fcada225e474efa993e244e5383848d/2fadeaf2a4e145e3b678dcce05a50624/


Video on VJx 

 

＊Image Credit: HarvardX 



Finger exercises 

Finger exercises immediately after each video 

 

＊John W. Dower, Andrew Gordon, Shigeru 
Miyagawa and Gennifer Weisenfeld, Visualizing 
Japan (1850s-1930s): Westernization, Protest, 
Modernity, HarvardX/MITx, Day 2, "Lecture 
2.5: The Japanese Record“. Credit: 
MITx/HarvardX/Visualizing Japan course team 



Image exercises:  Time line 

＊John W. Dower, Andrew Gordon, Shigeru 
Miyagawa and Gennifer Weisenfeld, Visualizing Japan 
(1850s-1930s): Westernization, Protest, Modernity, 
HarvardX/MITx, Day 3, "Timeline exercise“. Credit: 
HarvardX/MITx/Visualizing Japan course team 
 
Image credits [from above]:  

[1] Assembled Paintings of Commodore Perry's Visit. 
19th century. Eight-fold screen. Historiographical 
Institute, University of Tokyo. CC BY-NC-SA 2.5 
[2] Portrait of John Manjirō. Photograph. Visualizing 
Cultures. CC BY-NC-SA 2.5 
[3] Kawahara Keiga. Dutch Ship Entering the Harbor. 
Early 19th century. Hand scroll. Nagasaki Municipal 

Museum. Worlds Revealed. Edited by Peabody Essex 
Museum and Edo-Tokyo Museum. Tokyo, 1999. CC 
BY-NC-SA 2.5 
[4] Peoples of Forty-two Lands. ca. 1720. Painting. 
Ryosenji Treasure Museum, Shimoda. CC BY-NC-SA 
2.5 

https://courses.edx.org/courses/VJx/VJx/3T2014/courseware/8127b369f5fc492c816df7b6820c09b0/e6c19506e5a343c789fb22626aefb045/


Image exercises:  Close analysis 

＊ John W. Dower, Andrew 
Gordon, Shigeru Miyagawa and 
Gennifer Weisenfeld, Visualizing 
Japan (1850s-1930s): 
Westernization, Protest, 
Modernity, HarvardX/MITx, Day 
21, "Drop Checkboxes“. Credit: 
MITx/HarvardX/Visualizing Japan 
course team 

Image credit [below]: Shiseido 
Ginza Guide. 1928. Pamphlet. 
Shiseido Corporate Archive.  
CC BY NC SA 2.5 

https://courses.edx.org/courses/VJx/VJx/3T2014/courseware/2fcada225e474efa993e244e5383848d/65be67970fca4dcf94c21c5ed051a07f/


Image exercises:  Word cloud 

＊ John W. Dower, Andrew Gordon, Shigeru Miyagawa 
and Gennifer Weisenfeld, Visualizing Japan (1850s-
1930s): Westernization, Protest, Modernity, 
HarvardX/MITx, Day 7, "Pictorial Description of American 
People and Steamship" and "Word Cloud". Credit: 
MITx/HarvardX/Visualizing Japan course team 

Image credit [above]: Pictorial Description of American People 
and Steamship. ca. 1854. Woodblock print. Ryōsenji Treasure 
Museum. CC BY-NC-SA 2.5 

https://courses.edx.org/courses/VJx/VJx/3T2014/courseware/4889770a84854d7cacd2f6d12a5b9dc2/292ab9578e5841d1ae9cde03ad068360/


Image exercises:  Image annotation 

＊ John W. Dower, 
Andrew Gordon, Shigeru 
Miyagawa and Gennifer 
Weisenfeld, Visualizing 
Japan (1850s-1930s): 
Westernization, Protest, 
Modernity, 
HarvardX/MITx, Day 10, 
"Image Annotation". 
Credit: 
MITx/HarvardX/Visualizing  
Japan course team 

Image credit: Assembled 
Paintings of Commodore 
Perry's Visit. 19th century. 
Eight-fold screen. 
Historiographical Institute, 
University of Tokyo.  
CC BY-NC-SA 2.5 

https://courses.edx.org/courses/VJx/VJx/3T2014/courseware/4889770a84854d7cacd2f6d12a5b9dc2/1fb60a5a04fb4fc199447166c5166891/


Who took VJx? 

• Approx. 9,000 registered 

• Approx. 3,000 showed up on first day 

• 1,170 received the completion certificate  

 (13%/40%) 
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Types of learners in VJx according to self-intro (400) 

• 60% are Ph.D. students, teachers and professors  

• 44% have been teachers at some point in their lives 

• 26% of the participants are currently college students  

• 70% indicate that they have background in history 

and/or humanities subjects, especially East Asian 

Studies or Japanese studies 

 

       Analysis by Duy Anh N. Doan 



Discussion forum 
Very active, positive, and constructive (“peaceful”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image credit: Suwa 
Kanenori. Scene from 
pamphlet Lady's 
Handbook. 1927. 
Drawing. Shiseido 
Corporate Archive. CC 
BY NC SA 2.5 

＊ John W. Dower, 
Andrew Gordon, Shigeru 
Miyagawa and Gennifer 
Weisenfeld, Visualizing 
Japan (1850s-1930s): 
Westernization, Protest, 
Modernity, 
HarvardX/MITx, 
"Disscussion forum Week 
1: Introduction to Shiseido 
module (lecture 1.3)". 
Credit: 
MITx/HarvardX/Visualizing  
Japan course team 



Frequency of postings and retention 

      Introduction to    The Encounter    Reaction to Shiseido 

      Shiseido Module  

 

Randomly selected 50 students for each discussion and 
calculated the number of postings per student. 

 

DAY 1    2                                                 9                                                       20                           25 
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Satisfaction 

 

Satisfied – Extremely Satisfied 

97.5% 



edX launch: the aspirations 

Harvard President Drew Faust 

…unprecedented opportunity to dramatically extend 
our collective reach … by extending online access to 
higher quality education…in a way that benefits our 
students, our peers, and people across the nation and 
the globe. 

MIT President Susan Hockfield 

… a unique opportunity to improve education on our 
own campuses through online learning, while 
simultaneously creating a bold new educational path 
for millions of learners worldwide. 



The MIT Residential Visualizing Japan class 

Ran a MIT residential version of Visualizing Japan 

simultaneous with the MOOC with 9 students 

• MIT students used the MOOC material – video, etc. 

• Used discussion forum as one source of learning 

material. 



Student comments 

...it was in the classroom that the VJx MOOC saw its 
greatest impact. 

This classroom session … is much different than a 
typical lecture style classroom as the Visualizing Japan 
classroom setting is instead used as a form of class 
discussion.  

80/20, 50/50 

Having students watch video lectures before class 
followed by discussion during class is a fantastic way to 
produce further mastery of the material while 
optimizing the students’ time. 

 


